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What do my child’s standardised test scores mean?

What do standardised tests

measure?

Standardised tests in English reading and maths
measure your child’s achievement compared to other
children in all schools at the same class or age level.
The standardised test in Irish reading measures a
child’s achievement compared to other children in
Irish-speaking schools at the same class or age level.

When does my child complete
standardised tests?

Your child completes standardised tests towards the
end of 2nd, 4th and 6th classes. Your child only
completes a standardised test in Irish reading if
he/she attends an Irish-speaking school. Some schools
choose to use standardised tests with more classes.

Do all children take standardised
tests?

Your child’s teacher will decide which children will take
the tests. For example, if your child’s first language

is not English, the teacher may decide that he/she
should not take the English reading test. Your child
may, however, take the maths test. If your child has a
learning or physical disability, the teacher may decide to
use a different way to measure your child's progress.

Are standardised tests the only
way of gathering information

about my child’s learning?

No. The diagram below shows how the teacher uses
many different ways to build a picture of your child’s
learning during the year. The teacher uses the picture
to celebrate your child’s achievements and to plan the
next steps needed to build on progress made.
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What do my child’s test scores mean?

The teacher used STen scores to tell you how your child did in the tests. STen scores go from 1 to 10. The table
below describes what the different STen scores tell you about your child’s achievement in the tests.

What does the STen score mean? | Proportion of children with this score

8-10 Well above average
7 High average

5-6 Average

4 Low average

1-3 Well below average

If your child's STen score is between 5 and 6 for example, you will know that his/her performance on the test is average.

The table shows that about one in every three children in Ireland
children have STen scores above and below the average.

Scores for children with English as an additional language may not always reflect progress being made in class. Similar care
is needed when interpreting scores for children with special educational needs.

1/6 or almost 17%
1/6 or almost 17%
1/3 or almost 34%
1/6 or almost 17%

1/6 or almost 17%

have STen scores in this range. You can also see that some
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If my child’s score is low, what does

this tell me?

A STen score of 1, 2 or 3 suggests that your child

may have difficulties in one of the areas tested. Other
assessments may be used to determine if this is the case.
Information about your child’s learning and development at
home e.g. homework, may also be helpful to the teacher.
Teachers at your child's school may decide that your child
would benefit from extra support. If so, your child’s teacher
will talk to you about this.

If my child’s score is high, what

does this tell me?

A STen score of 8, 9 or 10 may suggest that your child

is a high achiever in the area tested. As with low scores,
one high score is not enough to confirm this. Your

child’s teacher will use information from other classroom
assessments to understand more clearly how well your
child is doing in maths, English reading or Irish reading. The
teacher may talk to you about extra learning opportunities

that you and the school can provide for your child.
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What can affect my child’s test

score?

As with other tests your child does in school, the score on a
standardised test can be affected by how he/she feels on the
test day or by worry or excitement about a home or school
event. This means that each test score is an indication

of your child’s achievement. Remember that you play an
important role in encouraging and supporting your child
regardless of test results. You may like to arrange to meet
with your child's teacher if you have any concerns about his/
her scores.

How can | help my child?

The NCCA has developed some online resources
to help you to support your child's learning in
primary school. Many of these are available

in various languages and new resources are
regularly added to the parents’ page at www.
ncca.ie/parents. Take a look at the resources for
your child's class.
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Important Update for 15 class pupils only

While there are changes regarding all the standardised tests that we are using for Maths and
English, there are some specific changes that relate purely to First Class. A STEN score is no
longer generated for 1% class pupils for their standardised tests in Maths and English. The
standardised tests that we now use at this level are designed to be used as screening tests i.e.
the primary purpose of these tests is to identify pupils who may be at risk of difficulties so that
further assessment can be carried out and their needs addressed.

The outcome of the child’s screening test at 1% class is presented in one of the following three
“descriptors” — criterion reached; approaching criterion; criterion not reached. These
descriptors will be included in the end of year report at 1° class level. The table below explains
what each of these descriptors is intended to mean.

Criterion-referenced Descriptor General explanation of descriptor
Criterion reached Within or above the average range for pupils
in First Class in Ireland.

Approaching criterion In the low average range. May need
monitoring.
Criterion not reached Likely to be at risk of difficulties; follow up

diagnostic testing may be useful.

More generally, it is important to remember that standardised tests such as these form only one
part of the “jigsaw of information” about your child’s overall progress. Results should always be
framed in a broader context. The school gleans much important information from a variety of
valuable sources. We urge you to read the whole of the report and not focus solely on the
results. If you have any concerns, please contact your child’s teacher to discuss further.




